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ABSTRACT

Introduction: The global incidence of child sexual abuse makes it a concern on both a national and international
scale. Both internal and external causes, including psychological, biological, moral, economic, and cultural ele-
ments, contribute to acts of violence against children. The cultural elements of individuals and society significantly
influence sexual harassment. This systematic review focuses on the identification of sexual violence against children
from a cultural perspective. Methods: Look into studies on multicultural viewpoints, articles about sexual violence
against minors, and cultural perspectives in incidents of such violence. The characteristics the sample selects are
more specific to teenagers. It also discusses an overview of cultural and racial diversity from various countries in the
world. Databases were obtained from Google Scholar, Proquest, MEDLINE, and PubMed. The study spans the years
2007 through 2023 and includes qualitative and quantitative methods as well as English and Indonesian publica-
tions. The Joanna Briggs Institute’s (JBI) Critical Assessment Checklist was used to synthesize 13 papers that matched
the assessment criteria and discussed cultural perspectives on sexual abuse against children. Results: Five main
issues grew from the analysis of 13 studies: views on fatalistic and religious beliefs about sexual violence against
children, the culture of violence in the “powerful and powerless” dimension, collectivistic and patriarchal culture,
which serves as the foundation for violent behavior, racist cultural views, which influence behavior and socio-centric
and selfish culture. Conclusion: Sexual violence against children from a cultural perspective, is something that needs
attention, cannot be ignored, and is not perceived as usual. Medical personnel must play an active role in preventing
sexual violence and encourage teenagers to immediately report to the right people if sexual violence occurs.
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There are numerous ways in which children might be
sexually abused, including 1) sexual abuse without
physical contact, such as exhibitionism, exposure to
pornography, or sexual acts like child masturbation;
2) sexual abuse with physical contact, such as asking

INTRODUCTION

Aspects of health services must take into account social,
emotional, mental, and physical well-being about
sexuality because sexual health is not solely defined as
the absence of disease (1,2). Every person has the right
to sexual health treatment and information so they can
decide for themselves how they want to live their sexual
lives (3). People who are the object of sexual exploitation
or assault certainly do not give their consent to these
actions (1,4,5). When adults involve children in various
forms of sexual behavior, it is referred to as “child sexual
abuse” because individual children as parties cannot be
granted comprehension or consent. Even if the child
receiving treatment enjoys having intercourse with the
adult, this still holds true (4,6). Child sexual abuse affects
the victim and the surroundings both immediately and
over time (7). According to the description given above,
sexual violence is defined as when a child engages
in sexual activity without the ability to agree to the
treatment they are receiving from an adult.

or coercing a child to touch an adult’s genitals, genital
or anal penetration by an adult’s organs or other
objects, kissing on the neck, or fondling; and 3) sexual
exploitation. Specifically, prostitution-related actions
involving children and the production of images or
videos that are associated with pornographic acts (8).

The behaviors of children who have been sexually
abused reveal some of their personality traits. The primary
means of communication for children is behavior.
When children are unable to speak up or articulate their
trauma experiences, they will begin to display behavior
with a variety of psychosomatic symptoms; therefore, it
is crucial to watch the child’s conduct (4).

There are three types of effects that sexual abuse has
on children: emotional, cognitive, and behavioral
effects. The emotional effects can include anxiety,
feeling numb, loss of control, shock, problems
concentrating, flashbacks, phobias, mood swings,
a preference for isolation, a sense of being dirty, and
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the idea that you are useless. Cognitive effects, identity
confusion, problems with trusting others, feelings of
powerlessness, self-blame, intense guilt, inability to
make decisions, isolation, and trouble forming positive
social connections. The behavioral effects of prostitution
include involvement in it, weariness, sleep disruptions,
lack of assertiveness, disengagement, sleep disorders,
bravery to take risks, self-isolation, “naughty” behavior,
and suicidal thoughts (4,9).

The models for factor control and risk incident violence
sex in children namely the socio-ecological. For the
controllers factor, there are 2 kinds namely structural
and institutional temporary. For factor risk consists
of community, social interpersonal, and individual.
A deep discussion about factor social explained that
elements of culture’s role give risk happening violent
sex in children. Culture shy, afraid, silent, afraid report,
presume incident violence sexual That is a necessary
disgrace covered. Should factor social in the matter.
This is the cultural role of protecting children and the
environment for preventing violent sexual intercourse
in children, however, precisely element cultural factors
contribute to factor risk happening violence sexual
(10). Another side that emerges is that perpetrators of
sexual violence against children feel more free, safe,
and calm because the sexual violence behavior that has
been committed against children is not identified, while
cultural elements in society do not respond to incidents
of sexual violence against children (11). Based on the
description above, an in-depth identification of cultural
views on sexual violence against children is needed
through a systematic review.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

Source

This research aims to offer a comprehensive overview
of a systematic review investigating the Cultural
Perspective on Child Sexual Violence. The procedure
and evaluation of this systematic review will use the
PRISMA technique to determine the selection of studies
that have been discovered and adapted to the objectives
of the systematic review.

Formulation of the research question

The PICOS framework is comprised of the following
components of this systematic review. The population
or problem is sexual violence against children from a
cultural perspective.

Eligibility criteria

The selection article is a journal in English and
Indonesian that is among the eligibility requirements
listed in the inclusion criteria. Articles about sexual
assault against minors with some instrument consist
of Child Sexual Abuse (CSA) tools, Sexual and Physical
Abuse Questionnaire (SPAQ), Sexual Harrassment
Survey 2021 Questionnaire, cultural and multi-cultural

perspectives, and journal searches restricted to the years
2007 through 2023.

Information sources

Databases were obtained from Google Scholar, Proquest,
MEDLINE, and PubMed. The study spans the years 2007
through 2023 and includes qualitative and quantitative
methods as well as English and Indonesian publications.

Search strategy

Three  databases, namely Pubmed, MEDLINE
Proquest, and Google Scholar, were employed in the
preliminary search. “Culture” OR “minor” OR “culture’
dimension OR barriers OR “culture’ perceptions” OR
“sexuality” OR “sexual abuse” OR “children sexual
issues” OR “children sexual abuse” AND (people” OR
“community”) are among the MESH (Medical Subject
Heading) keywords.

Selection process

2054 article titles were obtained in the first stage from
Pubmed, Medline, Proquest, and 39 from Google
Scholar with 79 duplicates found. The second step was
choosing titles and abstracts to find 154 publications that
fulfilled the key criteria, including cultural and multi-
cultural perspectives and sexual abuse against minors.
Following reading the entire text, articles that did not
fit the inclusion requirements were removed, leaving
13 articles, which were then put through the quality
assessment stage. The PRISMA flow diagram (12), which
is seen in Fig. 1, is used to describe the selection stage
in detail.

Records identified through database Additional records identified
searching (Pubmed, Medline, through other sources (Google
Proquest) Scholar)
(n= 2054) (n=39)

} l

Records after title (n: 142) & duplicates (n: 79)
removed - Does not specifically discuss

Exclusion criteria

| (oo

- Not @ review article

sexual violence

‘ l ~focuses on education
~discussion only on 1 cultural
perspective

Screening

Records screened (title & abstrak)
(n=154)

——
Records excluded
l (n=188):

Full-text articles assessed

[

)

for eligibility
(n-59) Full-text articles excluded, with

reasons :

1 (n=26):

Eligibility

Studies included in review
(n=13)

)

Studies assessed in quality Joanna
Bringgs Institute (JBI) Critical Appraisal
Checkiist {n: 13)

Included

Fig. 1: Study selection process

Quality appraisal

After examining the inclusion and exclusion criteria
and the journals’ relevance, researchers reviewed the
complete texts of the 13 chosen journals and evaluated
them using the Joanna Briggs Institute (JBI) Critical
Appraisal.
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RESULTS

Critical analysis of 13 research articles sampled in the

Table I: Summary of the included reviews

systematic review as outlined in the summary table. This
systematic review focuses on how culture views sexual

violence against children.

Author(s), Year

Design &

No e publication Aim Country Method Main Variables Sample Size
1 Hovane (2015) to investigate Aboriginal perspective Australia Descriptive Culture, Sex- 11 adult female and 4
about CSA so as to inform the cultural ual offending adult male
dimension in existing theories of sex Interview against children,
offending and their application with sex offenders
aboriginal sex offenders

2 Carsonetal., To discuss child maltreatment and India Descriptive Child Sex- 57 women aged 18-

(2014) neglect in India from an anthropolog- ual Abuse, 60 years
ical perspective, with a focus on child socio-cultural,
sexual abuse and trafficking familial factors
3 Hakim (2016) To research the cultural influence and Indonesia Descriptive Cultural power, 40 women aged 18-
child abuse in parenting and education- violence 60 years
al practices. Literature contemporary
Study condition, edu-
cation concept

4 Pandey & Red-  to investigate the knowledge, attitudes,  India Descriptive Sexual abuse, 30 females aged 18-
dy (2020) and views of mothers from lower socio- sexual assaults 54 years

economic groups about the CSA Interview

5  Jones (2021) to investigate how IPV affects Caribbe- ~ Barbados & Descriptive Sexual behav- 35 women aged 18-

an women'’s experiences with sexual Grenada iors, sexual 60 years
violence and the significance they place Interview abuse
on links with child sexual abuse.

6  Kanukollu & To study perceptions of CSA among South Asian  Descriptive Social margin- South Asian popula-
Mahalingam South Asian Immigrant communities ality, intersec- tion that has immi-
(2011) living in the United States Literature tionality, child grated to the United

Study sexual abuse States over the past
30 years
7 Barker-Collo et  to investigate the coping mechanisms New Zealand Descriptive Coping strate- 86 European Canadi-
al., (2012) used by female CSA survivors & Canada gies, childhood  ans, 40 Native Cana-
Questionnare  sexual abuse dians, 129 European
New Zealanders, 35
Maori New Zealand-
ers

8  Wismayantiet  To evaluate the most recent information  Indonesia Descriptive Child sexual Ethnic Minority Com-

al., (2019) on CSA in Indonesia in light of the laws abuse, child munity in Indonesia
and regulations currently in place that Literature protection
have an impact on CSA prevention and Study
intervention

8  Pooja Sawrikar  Reviewing the requirements for CSA Australia Descriptive Sexual abuse, Ethnic Minority Com-
& llan Katz victims and survivors from racial and treatment needs, munity in Australia
(2017) ethnic minorities in multicultural na- Literature service delivery

tions like Australia . Study

10  Gurvinder Kalra  To research how gender affects sexual India Descriptive Sexual violence, 7112 sexual violence
& Dinesh Bhu-  violence against women across cultures cross-cultural case in India in 2011
gra (2013) Literature aspect

Study

11 YuWeiWang  To learn more about the post-abuse Taiwan Qualitative Child sexual 10 female aged 10-19
& Paul Hep- coping mechanism in a Chinese abuse, coping years
pner (2011) sociocultural context by studying the Interview process,

experiences of 10 female Taiwanese
CSA survivors.

12 Rapholo, S. To determine the practical effects of so-  India Qualitative Child sex- 17 people Ethnic
F., Rampha- cio-cultural practices among Vhavenda ual abuse, Minority Community
bana, L. B., & on the revelation of child sexual abuse Interview cross-cultural in Vhavenda
Makhubele, ). aspect
C. (2019)

13 Bridgewater, G. To recognize, within a cultural context, ~Kenya Qualitative Child sex- 11 people Ethnic
(2016). physical and sexual abuse of children ual abuse, Minority Community

in Kenya Interview cross-cultural in Kenya

aspect
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DISCUSSION

The main focus of the systematic review is on cultural
views on sexual violence against children. After reading,
summarizing, discussing and formulating several
research results, it was found that there were several
similarities in the results regarding cultural views on
sexual violence.

There are five topics identified, consisting of Fatalism
and Religion, Powerful and Powerless, Patriarchy and
collectivity, Racism, as well as egocentric and self-
centered behavior.

Fatalistic and religious beliefs

Religion never differentiates the positions of men and
women, interpreting the positions of women and children
with the view that individuals are weak and helpless.
What’s worse is that this is now an unquestionable
standard item when religion and culture collide (13).
Religion is a factor that determines the functioning of
a social system. The significance of the religious goals
carried out by humans, for example, to obtain happiness,
calm, order, and peace (14) Given the justification, cases
of sexual assault against minors are viewed as a fate that
cannot be rejected by a large number of people, in this
case, women and children (13). The idea that sexual
harassment that occurs is unavoidable and is more
likely to be accepted and forgiven within the context
of transformational spirituality in the Christian religion
further supports this (14). Religion is not well understood,
which has a significant impact on the sexual exploitation
of children as objects and helpless victims of oppression
(15). Humans find it exceedingly difficult to embrace a
fatalistic belief that says a person’s life is entirely up to
fate or destiny. Even if religion, in its concept, places
reason in a prominent position, an attitude of resignation
is a type of deviant religious behavior since it disregards
the typical function and purpose of human reason (16).
According to the search results, articles debunked false
religious notions about men’s superior status to that of
women and children (13). It is emphasized that two
factors—wrong knowledge and spiritual authority—are
the root causes of fatalistic belief (16).

A culture of violence with the scope of “powerful and
powerless”

The chain of sexual behavior gives rise to elements of
the perpetrator’'s dominating power to carry out acts
of coercive sexual violence against groups of weak
individuals, namely children and women (13). An
anthropological study describes the phenomenon of the
elements of strength for the perpetrator and weakness
for the victim. Strength is assumed to be in the form of
power, threats, and coercion; weaknesses that victims
of violence have been in the form of fear, submission,
helplessness, receiving abuse, as well as discomfort, and
being forced to serve the perpetrator (17). Added research
carried out in Indonesia brought up the perspective of

domination of power, for example, female students as
individuals or victims who are dominated (powerless)
and the perpetrator, namely the boarding school
caregiver, who is in a controlling position (powerful).
These two factors interplay during the process, making
the final decision rather challenging. The incidence of
child sexual abuse and the interconnections of power
and dominance (18). Violence and sexual harassment
can happen everywhere, in both public and private
settings. The fundamental traits of power dominance
are the phenomena of repression and coercion since
harassment results from behaviors that are also driven
by superior and forceful sexual urges. Dominance as a
social system structure always involves authorization,
which relates to people’s capacity for self-control. A
universal worldview known as dominance links power
and authority, which are always seen as being stronger
while exercising control and stronger in other ways (19).

Culture collectivity and patriarchy

The patriarchal system dominates society’s culture,
which ultimately causes gender inequality to emerge
and affect various aspects of human activities, including
sexual harassment (20). Men are the main control in
social relations in society; women and children are
in a subordinate or inferior position and have limited
roles and voices to express opinions, resulting in
discrimination and violence (21). The adoption of
patriarchal culture tends to offer men the freedom to
treat women whatever they like, including whistling
and making fun of them as they pass in the street. It
also positions men as courageous and powerful. Girls
and women are things or beings that should be teased,
and their bodies are employed for this purpose. There
is also “victim blaming”, which describes a condition
where the female and child victims are the objects or
targets of blame for an incident (22). Men harass women
sexually because they are lustful or have a strong libido.
However, according to patriarchal culture, the issue
is with women who, “according to societal morality,”
are unable to treat them appropriately or with respect
(23,24). Sexual violence against children originates
from patriarchal and collectivistic cultures, which
make a major contribution in several countries ranging
from Aboriginal communities to India, Indonesia, the
Caribbean, America, and China (17,23,25). Sexual abuse
of children is a major public health and social issue that
affects the entire world. The sociocultural patriarchal
norms within the Vhavenda community can be used
to examine the significance of reporting occurrences of
sexual violence against children (26). Anthropological
views in India involve cultural elements of domination
of patriarchal power that very clearly distinguish the
position of men and women as weak objects who
receive forms of violent treatment {Formatting Citation}.
Patriarchal cultural views in Kenya are a problem with
the social and cultural value framework. Oppression
forms the dominant power and superior position of
the male group (27). The cultural view of patriarchy
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and collectivity—the dominance of male power with
a superior role to form its power—contributes quite
significantly to the occurrence of sexual violence against
children.

Culture lots of racists appear

Racism is aware of the distinctions Consider one race in
conjunction with others to be superior to another (28),
Racism, according to I.A., is the practice of determining
someone’s entities and attributes based on distinctions
in their anatomy, body, or race (28). System trust is what
finally shapes the perception that one race is superior
and all others are inferior (29). In addition to racial and
non-racial differences, racism can also be brought on
by differences in sect, language, nation, ethnicity, and
tribe, and it can even result in overt prejudice due to
stereotypes or social jealously (30). The people who
practice casual racism are always supposing that
their group is better and superior to other groups (31).
Knowing that hatred can be reaped leads to prejudice,
intimidation, and sometimes even violence that results
in murder (31). Race is often associated with biology
and physical features like skin color and hair texture, but
race is also utilized to construct social media. grouping
populations that appear to be different (32). Asian
Americans and their descendants experience racism in
America. According to overwhelming evidence, the virus
COVID-19 first appeared in Asia because of a person’s
fear of foreigners (33). Personal and institutional racism
are the two types of racism (28).

Sosiosentris dan egosentris

Sexual assault on women and children has long-term
psychological and societal repercussions. Apart from
the act of engaging in sexual enjoyment, beliefs of
power imbalance between men and women frequently
lead to sexual violence against women and children
(34). Egocentric culture prioritizes ambition, ego, or
personal desires. The application in cases of sexual
violence against children, which often occurs in
society, is the low level of awareness and sensitivity of
individuals in responding to incidents of sexual violence
against children, which have an impact on children
and their families (23). The culture that has formed
in the community, which is no longer focused on the
interests of society or particular groups, is one factor that
has an impact on a research study in India that shows
the growth of numerous incidences of sexual violence
against minors. The general attitude of society toward
abuse is one of ignorance, indifference, and lack of
concern (35). The results of the Aboriginal perspective
regarding the socio-centric cultural dimension, namely
the attitude of being sensitive and caring about the
feelings of children who experience sexual violence,
have begun to decrease; individuals are more selfish,
that is, selfish (36).

CONCLUSION

The systematic review’s findings revealed 14 studies
on five topics: perspectives on fatalistic and religious
beliefs regarding sexual assault of children; the culture
of violence in the “powerful and powerless” dimension;
collectivistic and patriarchal culture, which serves as the
foundation for violent behavior; racist cultural views,
which influence violent behavior; and socio-centric
and egocentric culture. From a cultural standpoint,
sexual abuse of minors demands attention, cannot be
disregarded, and is not accepted as normal. Medical
personnel must play an active role in preventing sexual
violence and encourage teenagers to immediately report
to the right people if sexual violence occurs.
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